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ROCK53 LI C3TBING 

The phenarssnon of Itrocket lightning" was recently observed from the Br i t iah  

s temship  llInlcunfl ~ while off one of the Bahama Islands. Early one evening, when the 

ship had just run out of a hbavy shower, the horizon t o  tha southwest was ablazo with 

sheet l i&tn i%.  

mird Officer Jackson, Ifone t h i n  streak of l ightning was seen t o  emcrge, shooting 

f fOu t  of the center o f  this s i l e n t  confusion of l i gh t , "  wr i tes  

UP the sky i n  a perfect ly  s t ra ight  l i n e  unti l  apparently r i g h t  overhead, and then 

scat tor ing at the extreni ty  l ike a rocket.  Unlike the usual fork  l ightning,  i t  w a s  

no t  blinding, and i t  gave the impression of being decidedly sluggish i n  i t s  upward 

movement. If 

Prof. V. H. Everett  saw similar liglltning near Calcutta,  India ,  i n  J u l y ,  1903. 

fie writes:  " A t  i n t e r v a l s  of threo minutes o r  so ,  .immediately a f t o r  a f l a s h  -- which, 

as i s  common here,  was mostly m l t i p l s ,  l a s t i n g  a second or so  a l together  -- a lum- 

inO'Us trail s h o t  s t ra ight  up about as fast as, o r  ra ther  f a s t o r  than, a rocket and 

Of very sinilar appearance, bu t  with minute waves, lib ribbon lightning. 

inatad i n  apparently c lear  sky. 

I t  term- 

No th-mder was audiblo.fl 

!%e t o t a l  nm'oer of such observations thus far reportod i s  not large.  Several 

of them date fron the eighteenth century. 
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