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THE CC)LORS RAINBOV - 
How many colors  has  the rainbow? If you turn f o r  the answer t o  t h i s  question 

t o  non-scientific literature you w i l l  f ind  a v a r i e t y  of answers. 

writes: 

Thus Tennyson 

It0 t r e f o i l  sparkling on the rainy p l ~ i n ,  
0 rainbow w i t h  three colors  after ra in ,  
Shine sweetly; thrice m y  love hath a i l e d  on me.It 

hi Shelley: 

!!The triumphal arch through which I march. . . 
I s  the million-colored bom.Il 

loii1tOn and many other w e l l - h o r n  writers '  agree with Tenny60n. 

Lost't of Itthe triplo-colorod borntt. 

Of POOtic l icense ,  but at least tmo o f  the Latin poets -- V i r g i l  and Ovid -- ascr ibe 

a thousand hues t o  the robe o f  I r is ,  goddess of tho rainbow. 

Te read i n  "Paradise 

Shelly 's  exuberant estimato is a unique example 

The a c t u a l  number o f  colors  that can bo cloar ly  distinguished i n  the rainbow 

is qui te  var iablo,  though the ordor i n  which they are arranged i s ,  of course, that 

Of the spectrum. I n  the primary bow tho inner  border i s  v i o l s t  and the outer red; 

in the secondary tho inner bordor i s  red and the outer v i o l e t .  These two colors  

can nearly almiys be seen, though they occur ir, various shades -- especial ly  the 

Ped, which ranges f r m  s c a r l o t  t o  torra c o t t a  -- and betweon than i t  i s  usually easy 

t o  mako out a t  least one other color.  Greens, blues  and yellows may all be present. 

i s ,  however, mu& mixing of colors ,  because the rainbow i s  not a s ingle  spec- 

trum but a series of overlapping spectra formed by l i g h t  coming from dif fe ren t  parts 

Of the broad so lar  disk. 
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