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Everybody i s  fmiliar with the ordinary do-Jble rainbow. The inner o r  lower 

Of the p a i r ,  which i s  always much tha br ighter  of the two, is known as the 
I I  Primarytt rainbow. Outside and concentric with i t  i s  the f a i n t e r  "seconbrY" 

rainbow. 

There i s  a third kind of rainbow that i s  usua l ly  easy t o  see if you l o o k  for  

i t ,  but tha t  camparatively few people not ice .  Next time you see a p a i r  of r e i n b o ~  

the sky examine the inner ( l o w e r )  edge of the primary. You w i l l ,  if the rain- 

i s  a br ight  one , probaly discover t h a t  t h e  priematic colors ,  especial ly  the reds 

and greens, are repeated i n  addi t iona l  bands, p a r a l l e l  t o  tho main bow. 

there are two o r  more of these repe t i t ions .  

color are seen outside the secondary rainbow, but thoy a r e  never soon on tho inner 

%e of the secondary o r  on the  outer edge of  the primary. 

nUeraryrf rainbows. 

Sometime6 

I n  ne.ny cases similar extra bands Of 

These are ca l led  "SUPer- 

Every l i t t l e  whilo scmebody hapFens t o  not ice  a supernumorary rainbow f o r  the 

f i r s t  time i n  h i s  l i fe ,  and rushes i n t o  p r i n t  with a descr ipt ion of what he supposes 

t o  be a r a r e  -,henomenon, perhaps w k s l o m  t o  science. Some o f  thoso dascr ipt ions 

q > e a r e d  i n  s c i e n t i f i c  journals  -- and cven,moteorological journalsI One was 
& 

Wblished conspicuously the other day i n  American and Canadian newspapers. A super- 

nWerary was Seen on Lake Su]?erior i n  connection w i t h  the ordinary rrimary and sec- 

o r d a r y  rainborn, and the whole was described 8s a wonderful It t r i p l e  rainbow". 
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