
$leased on receipt 

dugust 8,  1928. 
intended f o r  use 

A, Science Service Feature 

7 WElY THT TEATXSR 7 Mailed August 1, 1928. 

By Charles Fitzhug'h Talmn, 
Authority on Meteorology 

!I5mm!rnIPD m s  
The thunderstorm is personified as a huge b i rd  i n  the aboriginal WtholoGY 

Of 30th North and South America. 

mas supposed to  produce thunder by flapping i t s  wings, and lig$tning by open% and 

shutting i t s  eyes. 

Among the North American Indians the "thunderbird" 

Among som t r ibes  the heavy r a i n  accompanying the storm was 

on the supposition that the b i rd  car r ies  a l a b  of f resh water on i t s  back. 

t o  another view, the clouds form the bottom o f  a sky reservoir,  and the 

thunderbird causes r a i n  by breaking through them. 

"Althoughn, s a y s  Dr .  J. R. Swanton, Itthe species of  th i s  bird is often quite 

on the north pac i f ic  coast i t  i s  conceived of as similar t o  i f  not 

identical w i t h  a large hawk found i n  the h i& muntalns,  while other people likened 

i t  t o  an eagle, and the Ntlalqapamuk o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia thought it resembled a 

grouse, 

the thunderbird and a huge rattlesnake... 

*a -' . 
On the plains  a thunders tomas  supposed to-5e'due t o  a contest between 

"On the north Pacif ic  coast a thunderbird was supposed t o  be catching whales 

during a thunderstorm, and persons profess t o  have seen whales d rqped  into trees 

with the marks of ta lons  on them." 

I n  Australia 8 species of 

Of i t s  habi t  of beginning t o  sing 

sudden loud  noise. 

* 
thickhead i s  called the " thunderbirdll on account 

immediately a f t e r  a clap of thunder o r  any other 
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