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VAGUE !7EAT!E? SIGITS 

Giver, suff ic ient  vagueness i n  a weather sign o r  weather proverb, i t  can 

hardly fa i l  t o  come true. 

Sir Napier Shaw i n  h i s  recent "Manual of Meteorology." 

This feature of popular weather lo re  is discussed by 

He says:  

"If one takes the red sky i n  the evening as a sign of f ine  weather and i n  

the morning as  a ' s i p  of wet, we are  not  at a l l  c lear  as t o  what a red sky means. 

Does it 91lom clouds overhead, o r  nearly so, suffused with red li&t from the west 

O r  f rom the eas t ,  as the case may be? 

'7ith f i e ry  yellow on the western o r  eastern horizon? 

O r  does it mean clouds fringed with red o r  

" O r  again with the changes of the moon there is quite a pleasureable 

Vagueness. 

to Suggest, the period of seven days between the last sight of the old moon and the 

Is new moon the middle day of no moon? O r  i s  i t ,  as some ciuthors seem 

sight of the new? So f i r s t ,  quarter is frombhree days before t o  three days 

a f te r  the semicircle, and so  on." 

In other words, the popular conception of the moon's phases i s  s o  e l a s t i c  

th3t they correspond rather t o  the four weeks of  the lunation then t o  def ini te  

"loments of time, and on this  basis every mcather event i s  bound t o  happen "when the 

moon changes." 
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