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BALL, Lf GHTITING ILLUS IONS 

Though the existence of  ba l l  lightning is generally admitted by sc i en t i f i c  

authorit ies,  many alleged cases of it m y  be illusory. 

cently reported from the Canadian Ar t i l l e ry  Camp a t  patawawa, when an of f icer  and 

Commenting on a case re- 

men .mere k i l l ed  by l ightning, supposedly of the globular variety,  Dr.  W. J. 

RLqhreys, o f  the U. S. Teather Bureau, remarks: 

"5 common form of apparent b a l l  l ightning is that i n  which a b r i l l i a n t  

' 'ball t  i s  said t o  have h i t  a cer tain spot and then bounded away at  greater o r  l e s s  

SP@Xl over the ground, f i n a l l y  going off with a 'bang.' The explanation is as 

m e r e  the l ightning h i t s  there often i s  a b r i l l i a n t  f lash  -- much more 

This is the 'ball . '  b r i l l i an t  than the s t reak i t s e l f .  

duces an  image that pe r s i s t s  for  some seconds, nearly always t o  One side of the 

It dazzles the @Ye and pro- 

center of vision, because one would seldom be looking a t  the exact spot struck ad; 

the mment th i s  happened. 

glare, the l a t t e r  i t s e l f  also turns, being a persis tent  imige on the re t ina  and no 

long@r an objective phenomenon. 

Qe ' ba l l*  goes bounding along. 

less s t a r t l e s  the observer. 

crash. 1) 

Hence i n  turning the eye t o  look  d i r ec t ly  a t  the bright'  

B u t  the movemnt of the eye i s  i r regular ,  and so 

In a l i t t l e  while the thunder reaches and m r e  o r  

That i s  when the supposed b a l l  'explodes' w i t h  a 
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