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HURRICANE RAINS AND FLOODS 

%e havao wrought by West India hurricanes and other  t rop ica l  cyclones is  

U B U l l y  the combined e f f e c t  of wind and water, and i n  many cases the l a t t e r  is &e 

more destruct ive agency of the two. 

no t  only produce a heavy surf when they reach a coas t ,  but a l s o  cause a general 

The grea t  waves tha t  spread out f r o m  the storm 

of the ocean surface =- a "storm tide!' -- by which low-lying shores my be in-  

undated, 

time of high water due t o  the ordinary oceaa tide. 

Another cause of destruct ion,  exemplified i n  the recent Flor ida storm, 

the t o r r e n t i a l  r a i n f a l l  tha t  is  a usual feature  of  t ropical  cyclones. As mu& 

m e  worst of these floods occur when the storm t*de comes at the normal 

as 20 inches may fa l l  i n  a da;y o r  two during; the passage of the storm, and there 

have been cases  i n  which the f a l l  was much greater .  

Philippines,  a r a i n f a l l  of 46 inches occurred i n  24 hours during the typhoon of 

July 14-15, 1911. 

places i n  the eastern United S ta tes  and Canada. 

Thus a t  Baguio, i n  the 

This is more t h a n h e  average r a i n f a l l  of an e n t i r e  year at most 

The floods resu l t ing  from these 

great downpours cause damage in various ways. One of the i r  e f f e c t s  is to  soften 

and mash away the s o i l ,  thus permitt ing the accompanying winds to uproot trees on a 

large scale ,  
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