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CFiEPUSCuLAR RAYS 

Crepuscular rws are  the be'ams of l i gh t  tha t  may sometimes be seen I%&!..- 

sting from the sun when shining through breaks i n  clouds, o r  extending i n  a fan- 

l i k e  sheaf from the horizon before sunrise o r  af ter  smaet .  "hey are v is ib le  be- 

cause of the presence of dust o r  of a f ine  haze of mater drops in  the atmosphere, 

while tha dark spaces between them are  the shadows of clouds'or mountains. 

beams are  actual ly  para l le l ;  the i r  apparent divergence i s  an effectt of perspective. 

The 

A ra rer  phenomenon i s  that of "mticrepuscular raysw, which appear t o  converge t o  

a point on the horizon opposite the posit ion of the sun. In t5is case the beams 

and shadows are  projected en t i re ly  across the sky, but the i r  paths can seldom be 

traced i n  the q p e r  par t  o f  the heavens because i n  tha t  d i rmt ion  the observerts 

l i ne  of sight passes throw3 a comparati%aly shallow extent of dusty air. 

When the s'm is above the horizon azd the rays are directed downward, 
n the 

the phenomenon is popularly described as/+'> 3 sun drnwing water", and i s  regarded 

as a sign of  rain. The Homeric expression nrosy-fingered dawn" probably refers 

t o  crepuscular rays seen in  the eastern sky before sunrise. 
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