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CLIMA.TI C S?A.T IS TICS 
@ 

One of  the leading tasks o f  meteorologists i s  t o  col lect  the data o f  observa- 

t ions made i n  the course of years a t  meteorological s t a t i o n s  and digest them i n  

the form of  climatic s t a t i s t i c s .  Such s t a t i s t i c s  are indiepensable i n  many arts 

and sciences, including geography, biology, medicine, agr icul ture ,  engineering, 

etc.  

Tliere is a s t r ik ing  disnar i ty  i n  the arnounts of climatic information avail- 

able for  various pa r t s  o f  the world. I t  is re la t ive ly  abundant for  a great pa r t  

Of Europe, the United States ,  Canada and some other regions, and very scarce f o r  

most  o f  t he  ocean, the polar regions, and vast ar&c i n  Asia, Africa and South 

Arne ri c u  

Enere is ,  however, no p a r t  o f  ‘;he world f o r  .Jl;icb climatic data have been 

Compiled i n  such a b m d a n t  a e t a i l  as t o  meet a l l  the divcrse demands that  a r i s e  f o r  

such data. I n  several cases large books have boen publishad on the climates of 

ind iv i&wl  toms, get they nevar s e t  for th  all the information on thc subject 

that  is sou@t,  fnm time t o  time, for  prac t ica l  reasons. 140rcovc3ii, besides 

be i aq  fragmentary, climatic s t a t i s t i c s  are ,  on tha whole, d i f f i c u l t  o f  RCCCSS. 

They are scattered through thoufiands o f  Sooks and a r t i c l e s ,  and i t  i s  quite ex.- 

ceptional t o  f ind a large f rac t ion  of th i s  l i t e r a t u r e  accessible i n  any one . 

l i b rz ry  o r  in  any one town. 

Was2a’ingtdn 

The l ibrary  o f  tho United States  Vmther Burem in 

i n  probably m r e  nearly exhaustive i n  t h i s  respect than any other ir, 

the world. 
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