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FIOH K U L E D  BY STORMS 

During and a f t e r  s torms on the coast of N e w  Zealand the shores a r e  Sometimes 

strewn wi th  immense numbers of dead f i s h ,  including no t  only spec ie s  normally 

found near  tho sur face ,  bu t  a l s o  a l a r g e  proport ion of‘ deep-sea species .  In 

OW3 Case, m a y  years ago, a c e r t a i n  Captain Doyle repor ted  sa i , l ing  through m i l o s  

of dead f i s h  between Cape P a l l i s e r  and KQikoura. 

The following account of such an occurrence appeared in t he  Wellington 

Evening Post of July 18, 1912: “A curious phenomenon was observed a t  I s land  

Bay t h i s  morning. 

t o m  and tons  of l i n g ,  hapuka, hake - every kind. 

co l l ec t ed  a l o r r y  load  a d  brought f t  i n t o  town, and dozens secured smaller  

q u a n t i t i e s ,  ranging from Q barrow load  t o  a !string!. 

The beach was strewn with f i s h ,  some dead, some st i l l  d i v e -  

One en te rp r i s ing  person 

Some t h i r t y  years  ago 

the  beach a t  Okarito,  011 the  west coas t  of tho South Is land,  was strewn f o r  

seventy miles  with f i s h  of all s o r t s  and sizes, and an o l d  r e s i d e n t  of 

Wellington remembers seve ra l  occasions on which t h e  same thing happened at 

Lyal 1 Bay . ‘I1 

J u s t  how the  f i s h  a re  k i l l e d  i n  these cases i s  not  definitely knbwn. One 

proposed explanat ion i s  t h a t  poisonous gases escape from t h e  bo t tom of t he  

sea; perhaps because of s l i g h t  ea r th  movements under t h e  e f f e c t s  of varying 

atmospheric pr8ssure.i 
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