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- A "RECORD" RAINFALL 

Tht: s t o m s  of t r o p i c a l  o r i g i n  t h a t  have r e c e n t l y  v i s i t e d  t h e  southeas te rn  

United S t a t e s  havc had t h e  usual  accompaniment of t o r r e n t i a l  ra ins ,  and in S O i w  

PlacOs have broken t h e  l o c a l  "records"  of excessive rainfall .  Thus a t  Washington 

7*3O incheo of r a i n  f e l l  from 6:15 Porn., August 11, t o  6:15 pome, August 12 ,  as 

compared with a previous maximum f a l l  i n  24 hourz/of 5.80 inches ,  Ju ly  29-30, 1878. 
a t  the  came place 

The g r e a t e s t  24-hour r a i n f a l l  over  recordod i n  tho  United S t a t e s  -- excoeding 

any recordod i n  Canada -- was 23.11 inches ,  which f e l l  a t  Taylor ,  Tcxas, Septomber 

9-10, 1921. T h o  f a l l  i n  35 hours was 23.03 inches.  Heavy rains  wore g o n e r a l  on t h c  

same d a t c s  over southern  and c e n t r a l  Texas, r e s u l t i n g  i n  phenomenally r ap id  f loods ,  

which took the  l i v e s  of mort than  200 people  and wrought proporty damage es t imat rd  

rnorc than .$lO,OOO,OOO. A drought had prcccded these  downpours, and many b a r r e l s  

uccd f o r  haul ing  wator w e r e  s t and ing  out  of doors on tho  farms. Thc. amount of vmttr  

collected i n  some of those  b a r r e l s  during t h e  s t o r m  i n  tho v i c i n i t y  of Taylor i nd i -  

cated t h a t  t h e  a c t u a l  ra infa l l  a t  c e r t a i n  p o i n t s  must havc excecldod 30 inches i n  

15 hours ;  bu t  t h e  o f f i c i a l  measurement a t  t h o  l o c a l  Weather Bureau s t a t i o n  was as 

f:tated above. 

Tho r a ins  i n  t h i s  case  appear  t o  have beon caused by tho "tail  and" of a t r o p  

ica l  Gtorrn which had moved wostward toward t h e  Iubxican coas t  south  of Tampico on 

ScPtomber 7 ,  a f t e r  which i t s  exac t  courso could not  bo dotcrmined, owing t o  l a c k  

Of  r epo r t ing  s t a t i o n s  i n  no r the rn  Mexico. 
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