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SOME N E G U C T E D  CYCLONES - 
While i t  has  long been known t h a t  t r o p i c a l  cyclones occur  over  the e a s t e r n  

I h r t h  Pt lc i f ic  Ocean o f f  t h e  west c o a s t s  of Mexico and Centra l  America, it was 

Once supposed t h a t  t hese  storms were q u i t e  rare, perhape n o t  a t t a i n i n g  d e s t r u c t i v e  

violanoe more o f t e n  than  once i n  s i x  o r  e i g h t  years .  Information r e c e n t l y  

eathered however, shows t h a t  severe cyclones a r e  about as common i n  t h i s  region 

as t hey  a r e  i n  the  Caribbean, with i t s  "West India hurr icanes"  o r  on t h e  China 

coas t ,  t h e  haunt of typhoons. The reasons  why they  have h i t h e r t o  a t t r a c t e d  so 

l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o i l  -e s e t  f o r t h  as fo l lows  by W. E. Hurd, of the  U, S.  Weather 

Bureau, i n  a r e c e n t  comprehensive paper on the  syc lones  i n  quest ion:  

"Concerning t h e  development and movements of t hese  storms u t  first thought 

i t  i s  s i n g u l a r  t h a t  we slzould s t i l l  be seeking information. In the  West Ind ie s  

sca rce ly  a storm has  occurred f o r  many years t h a t  cannot be f u l l y  t racked.  

the Mexican coas t ,  on t h e  cont ra ry ,  s c a r c e l y  a storm can be t r aced  with absolu te  

O f f  

accuracy f o r  the fo l lowing  reasons: 

s t a t i o n s ,  Cl ipperton Island and the  four  volcanic  i s l e t s  of the  Revi l lagigedo 

This  region i s  d e f i c i e n t  i n  r epor t ing  

croup being uninhabi ted o r  p r a c t i c a l l y  S O .  Comparatively few of the storms a f f e c t  

t h e  Mexican and C e n t r a  American coas t s  i n  any.marked degree. Moreover, vosse l s  

as a r u l e  fo l low c e r t a i n  f i x e d  r o u t e s  which, though no t  ou ts ide  the  cyclone b e l t s ,  

do n o t  thoroughly cover  them. 

become s u f f i c i e n t l y  invo lved  i n  a s tonn t o  d e t e c t  i t s  cyc lonic  nature .  

the ma jo r i ty  of t h e  s tozms of t h i s  reg ion  ELTO undoubtedly of much smal le r  diameter 

bllan t h e  whirls of t he  g r e a t  t r o p i c a l  cyclone a r e a s ,  and a r e  a l s o  shorter- l ived."  

Thus s t o m s h i p s  on t h e  near  coas t  r o u t e s  may not 
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