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FOG BALLS -- 
The term "fog b a l l "  ( " b a l l e  de b r o u i l l a r d "  o r  "bouchon de b r o u i l l a r d " )  i s  

along t h e  coas t  o f  Belgium t o  a kind of f o g  t h a t  appears  t o  be e s p e c i a l l y  

i n  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t he  world. It i s  a bank of low fog ,  with s h a r p l y  def ined 

boundary, moving over  land or viater with the viind. Yog balls a r e  dreaded by s a i l o r s  

on the North Sea,  where they  have been the cause of  many c o l l i s i o n s .  They gene ra l ly  

i n  c lear  weather, advancing r a p i d l y ,  and suddenly plunging the  obsorvor i n  

a mass of vapor s o  dense t h a t  objectci a few yards aviay a r e  i n v i s i b l e .  In  a t y p i c a l  

case t he  phenomenon lasts only  1 5  o r  20 minutes,  and then,  as the  f o g  passes ,  the 

Observer suddenly f i n d s  himself  once more i n  the  c l e a r  l i g h t  of day. 

The danger of theEe d r i f t i n g  fog bankc t o  nav iga t ion  was brought t o  

Public a t t e n t i o n  a f t o r  an acc ident  at t h e  mouth of the S c h e l d t  on December 20, 1899, 

t h e  steamer '$ucima" ran i n t o  the  "MaGgie IJcNair," which was l y i n g  at anchor, 

In a l awsu i t  a r i s i n g  from t h e  acc ident  t h e  cap ta in  of t h e  "Luciana" dec la red  t h a t  

had been enveloped i n  a f o e  b a l l  s o  suddenly that  he had no t i m e  t o  s l a c k e n  

"Peed before  tho co l l i s ion .1  A f o g  of t h e  sane v a r i e t y  i s  supposed t o  have contri- .  

3utc3d t o  the  t r a g i c  s i n k i n g  of t h e  traisat&i.ntic l i n e r  "Empress of I re land" by a 

C o l l i e r  a t  the  mouth of t h e  S t .  Lawrence i n  May, 1914. 
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