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Among the  many s u p e r s t i t i o n s  connecting t h e  moon with t h e  weather i s  tho  

timeihonorod no t ion  t h a t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  lunar c rescent  i n  the  evening sky 

inclicatoc whether or no t  r a i n  i s  at hand6 There w e  two verc ions  of t h i s  b e l i e f ,  

According -to one, if the  crescent i s  i n  such a p o s i t i o n  t h a t  it w i l l  "hold water" . 

tho weather w i l l  be dry ,  while i f  i t s  angle  i s  such tha t  water would run out  tho 

weather w i l l  be wet.. Tho o the r  ve r s ion  a s s e r t s  e x a c t l y  the  reverse .  (This  i s  not  

t he  nnly  case i n  which two f a m i l i a r  weather 'proverb6 Contradict  each o ther ) .  

The p o s i t i o n  o f  t he  l u n a r  c re scen t  depends upon the  angle  t h a t  the  mooll?s - 
Pbth makes with tho  horizon,  and o n m y  given d a t e  it i s  always tho  same i n  p lacos  

of the same l a t i t u d e .  Hence, i f  e i t h e r  ve r s ion  of t h i s  weather s i g n  Were wel l -  

founded, should expect  the  same kind of weather ,  o i t h o r  d r y  o r  r a iny ,  t o  P r e v a i l  

on a given d a t e  throughout a b e l t  of l a t i t u d e  extending around t h e  globe. Of 

Course t h e r e  is no such un i fo rmi ty  of weather i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  l a t i t ude . :  
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