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14EASUFIING PPTATHER 

‘Idankind has always paid a great deal of a t ten t ion  t o  weather, %ut; the idea 

of measuring i t  is  comparatively mdem. Only a few centuries ago, for  example, 

though people knew when the air was hot o r  cold, they could n o t  tell how hot or horn 

cold, because thay had. no thermmeters and. there was no s o r t  of scale fo r  expressing 

temperature; just 8s today me have no instruments o r  BCaleS fo r  measuring the in- 

tensi ty  of a small,, Measurements of r a in fa l l  are  supposed to  have been made i n  

some pa r t s  of the Or ien t  i n  ancient times, but there were none i n  the vestern m r l d  

u n t i l  the middle o f  the seventeenth century. Before the days of  Tor r i cc l l i  the 

very existence of atmospheric pressure was unknovm. The ef fec ts  of a tmspheric  

humidity were observed by pl iny and other ancient philosophers, but the masure- 

mont of this weather element dates, so f a r  as h o r n ,  from about the p a r  1660 of our 

era. 

Some kfnds o f  weather measurements are of quite recent origin. Amng them 

is the masuremeiit of I’visibility.’f Scales and instruments fo r  measuring this ele- 

ment mre devised mainly during and since the world war. 
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