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WEATHER SCIENCE I N  ANCIEiU I D I A  

The f a c t  that the Hindus of the 4th century  B.C. maintained measurements 

of r a i n f a l l  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of Ind ia  and had developed a system of clontl c l a s s i f i -  

c a t i o n  was made k n o m  t o  the  western world through an  a r t i c l e  publ i shed  a?mut 1 7  

Years ago i n  the J o u r n a l  of the Royal Socie ty  of A r t s .  

bY a c e l e b r a t e d  statesman named Chanakya conta ins  r a i n f a l l  statistics, desc r ibes  

A work of that e a r l y  per iod  

alleged means of p r e d i c t i n g  r a i n f a l l  from p lane ta ry  observa t ions ,  and says as t o  

v a r i e t i e s  of cloud: 

"mree are t h e  clouds t h a t  contimaous$rain f o r  soven days; 80 are they 

t h a t  pour minute drops; and 60 aye they  t h a t  appear l-ith the sunshine." 

This would i n d i c a t e  that the anc ien t  Hindus c l a s s i f i e d  tha clouds much 

more minutaly than  ne do today. 

Recently there  has come t o  ligkt the cx i s t cnca  of anothcr  e a r l y  Hindu work 

--of unknown d a t e  but  s a i d  t o  be of "hoary Vedic age" -- which a l s o  shorrs that much 

a t t e n t i o n  mas paid t o  meteorology by anc ien t  Ind isn  scholars .  

"On the Or ig in  of Rain." 

The work i s  ec t i t l ed  

In  i t  the author ,  one Angiras, n a t i o n s  12 k inds  of c louds  

a d  t e l l s  how they  are formed. He desc r ibes  12 d i f f e r e n t  k inds  of r a i n ,  8 k inds  of 

hai l ,  64 k inds  o f  l i g h t n i n g ,  32 k inds  of thunder,  and 21  k inds  of thunderbolt!  
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