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- ST. ELMO'S - FIRE CAUSED BY A MLClSNO 

The recent renewal of volcanic a c t i v i t y  a t  Krakatoa, i n  the S t r a i t  o f '  

SUda, where one of the most stupendous eruptions in  h i s t o r y  occurred in  1883, re- 

c a l l s  the fact that marvelous e l e c t r i c  displays attended tha t  famus outbreak. 

There was n o t  only volcanic l igh tn ing  on a n  unprecedented scale  of grandeur, but 

tho intensa e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n  of the dust-laden air caused the formation of corpo- 

sants, o r  St. Elm0'5 f i r e ,  on th3 spars o f  mny vessels  f o r  miles around. 

One captail1 r epor t cd  t h a t ,  at a distance of ton niles fron t he  VolC;1310, 

t h e  SPELZ-E of h i s  s h i p  were nstuddcd with corposants", and he noted the occurrence 

of "a p9culia.r pinky flame coming from clouds which seemed t o  touch the mastheads 

Another v e s s e l ,  the  "G. C., fioudon", which was 40 or 50 n i l o s  from tho 

scene of eruption, had the lightning-conductor on hor  mainnast s t ruck by l i g h t n i n g  

several times, while "the mud r a n  t h a t  covered the masts, rizging and docks vfas 

phosphorescent, and on the  rig&.ng presented the appowance of St. Elmots fireen 

The E a s t  Indim members of tho ,crew hastened t o  put out. this " f k o "  with t h e i r  

hands, insisting t h a t  it was t h e  work of e v i l  spirits ard would scuttle t h e  sh ip  

if it found i t s  way below. 
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