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TROPICAL C LYIA4TXS - -.--- 
Present-day knowledge on the subject o f  infectious diseases d iscred i t s  m y  

ideas that  once prevailed with regard to . the e f f e c t s  o f  t rop ica l  c l i m t e s  on health. 

The remarkable r e s u l t s  accomplished by vigorous san i ta ry  measures in  such places as 

Havana, the Canal Zone and Ouayaquil have aroused hopes--perhaps too sanguine--that 

eventually all p a r t s  o f  the t rop ics  w i l l  be made hea l thfu l  f o r  the white races. 

I n  the Canal Zone the deatb rate of the lasgi! population of American men, 

Women and children is not higher than preva i l s  i n  most c i t i e s  of the United States;  

whereas, a seneration ago, when the French nere a t  vork on the canal, the climate 

of the region was regarded as one of the rost unhealthful i n  the world.  

has not ,  of course, changed i n  any way since that  period, but i t  has been proved 

guiltless of the misdeeds once ascribed to it. 

The c l i m t c  

Some a u t h o r i t i e s  go s o  far as t o  a s s e r t  that the deter iorat ion i n  the general 

hea l th  and eff ic iency of white people in  the t ropics ,  so  f a r  as it ac tua l ly  occurs, 

is due e n t i r e l y  t o  areventable diseases. It  Gould seem more reasonable, hovever, 

to a s s w e  that  there are c l i m t e s ,  both i n  and out of the troQics,  which, on accoun? 

O f  t h e i r  heat,  h m i d i t y  and other purely physical f a c t o r s  a r e  not so su i tab le  f o r  

habi ta t ion  by any race of  humanity as others.  
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