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ENLISH CLOUD NANIES 

The namw used i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  system ofscloud c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  a r e  

at l e a s t  i n  form. Latin;  

an anc ien t  Romanl 

8 c u r l  o r  t u f t  of halr. 

They a r e  not  La t in  t h a t  would have been i n t e l l i g i b l e  t o  

The word “ c i r r u s “ ,  f o r  example, means i n  t h e  c l a s s i c &  language 

Meteorologis ts  apply  t h i s  word t o  a f e a t h e r y  cloud. The 

word “cirroncu.pml~sfl ,  now appl ied  t o  clouds i n  small round lumps o r  f l a k e s ,  i s  not 

found i n  a n c i e n t  Latin.  It means l i t e r a l l y  a c u r l y  heap or a heap of c u r l s .  If 

the  word had ex i s t ed  i n  a n t i q u i t y  it might have been the name of one of t ho  

e labora te  wigs a f f e c t e d  by Roman l ad i e s .  

This  La t in i zed  cloud nomenclature was devised, i n  p a r t ,  by Luke Howard 

t h e  year  1803.’ S h o r t l y  a f t e r  it was int roduced,  another  meteoro logis t ,  Thomas 

b r s t e r ,  invented Elnglash equiva len ts  f o r  Howard‘s terms. These were r a t h e r  widsly 

Wed i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of the n ine t een th  century  and surv ive  today i n  the  dict-  

i ona r i e s ,  but a r e  no longer  cu r ron t  i n  s c i e n t i f i c  l i t e r a t u r e , ’  

The i imes  coined by For s t e r  and t h e  corresponding terms i n  the  s tandard 

Vocabulary are:  Curlcloud (cirrus) sondercloud (cirro-cumulus 1, wanecloud 

( c i r r o - s t r a t u s ) ,  stackoncloud ( C U m U l U s ) ,  f a l l c l o u d  (stratus), twaincloud (cumuLoL. 

nhbus; called “cumulo-strAtus” by Howard) 
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