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CLIVATIC CYCLES 

While meteorological records prove the f a l s i t y  of the widespread popu- 

lar b e l i e f  t h a t  appreciable changes of climate have occurred i n  various par t s  o f  

the world within the span o f  a human l i fe t ime,  these same records a r e  thought by 

many meteorologists t o  shorn t h a t  var ia t ions o f  weather from year to year a r e  not 

haphazard and for tu i tous ,  but occur i n  a more o r  l e s s  rhythmical way. It is a l so  . 

held by many a u t h o r i t i e s  that  evidence o f  cyc l ica l  changes of climate is  found i n  

records of harvest  dates ,  vintages,  lake leve ls ,  the condition of ice  i n  r ivers  

and harbors, g l a c i e r s  and various h i s t o r i c a l  events; a l so  i n  the annual r ings o f  

o ld  t rees ,  the annual deposits of s i l t  in  ancient lake beds,etc. 

In  f a c t ,  the t o t a l  number of cl imatic cycles announced by di f fe ren t  

invest igators  runs into the hundreds, the length of the supposed cycles ranging 

a l l  the way from a f e w  days to several  centuries;  ye t  none of these alleged 

cyc l ica l  var ia t ions  a r e  so regular and so  c lear ly  defined as t o  be universally 

accepted by climatologists.  The one most widely accepted i s  tha t  knoan a8 the 

"Brueckner period!. The l a t e  Prof.  Eduard Bruecher  found that average con- 

d i t ions  of temperature, r a i n f a l l  and barometric pressure f o r  large groups of 

s t a t i o n s  i n  d i f fe ren t  regions of the globe vary within comparatively narrow l i m i t s  

in  an i r regular  period averaging about 35 years. 
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