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Authority on Meteorology

ANIMAL GTOUDS

Discovering animal shapes in the clouds is an amusement in which most of
humanity indulges at times. Celestial flocks of sheep are familiar to everybody.
The pattern of the mackerel's back is a common motif of sky decoration. A certain
Shakesperean courtier was able to descry a camel, a weasel and a whale all in the
same cloud. Last year a well-known Japanese meteorologist, Dr. S. Fujiwhara, publishe
ed in the Quarterly Journal of the Royal Meteorological Society some curious photo-
graphs of clouds simlating crabs, boars and rats. In fact, the animal kingdom is
extensively represented in the scenery of the sky.

One strange sky animal that often attracts attention is the Jellyfish. That
is not its official rame, but one needs little aid from the imagination to see in it
the roundish body and long dangling tentacles of the common kinds of Medusae. Such
clouds actually belong to the alto-cumulus class, and their hair-like streamers are
usually celled by the German name "Fallstreifen". These streamers may be showers or
snowstorms in midair, or they may be due to the combing away of the lower part of

the cloud by an air current different in direction from that in which the upper

[

part is drifting.
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