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LIGHTINING AND FOREST FIRES

There are parts of North America, particularly in the western United States,
where more than half of all the forest fires are started by lightning. In
California, where accurate figures for a recent decade are available, 4,362 out
of a total of 10,499 Ioresf fires were due to this causes. There Qero some parts
of the same state where the percentage was much higher.

' The worst feature of lightning fires in the foresis is that they are gener;
ally maseed in large numbers during relatively brief poriods of timej il.c., during
the oceurrence of individual stormse. Thus they arc likely to overtax the povers
of fhe;fire;fighting organization and get beyond control.: 0f the total area
burned over by lightning fires in Celifornia during the ton~year period above
mentioned, ©6 per cent, was due to three storms. Another bad feature of such
fires, as compared with those started by human agenéies, is that a large proportion
of them occur in places difficult of access.

in most parts of the world thunderstorms are generally accompanied by rain
heavy enough to extinguish the fires started by lightning, but in California and
adjacent states "dry" thunderstorms are frequent.
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