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&IGH!Tl'YTIN$ A S  FOREST FIRES 

There a r e  p a r t s  of  North Anerica,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  tho western United S t a t e s ,  

Ca l i fo rn ia ,  where a c c u r a t e  f i g u r e s  f o r  a r e c e n t  docade a r o  a v a i l a b l e ,  4,362 out  

of a t o t a l  o f  10,499 f o r e s t  f i r o s  were due t o  t h i s  Cause. There vlcrc SODO p a r t s  

of t h e  same s t a t e  vghere t h e  percentage was much higher.  

The worst feature of l i g h t n i n g  f i r e s  i n  t h e  foroGts  is t h a t  t hey  are gener- 

r~3S6ed i n  l a r g e  iiunbers cluring r e l a t i v e l y  b r i e f  periods of t i n e ;  i.c.y during 

O f  t h e  f i r e - f i @ t i n g  o r g m i z a t i o n  and ,yet beyond cont ro l .  I Of t he  t o t a l  area 

burned o v e r  by l i g h t n i n g  f i r e s  i n  Ce l i fo rn ia  during t h e  tcn-ye'ar per iod  above 

mentioned, 6 6  per  c e n t ,  was duo t o  t h r e e  s t o r m .  Another bad f ea tu re  of such 

f i r e s ,  as cornparod with those  s t a r t e d  by human cLgenCies, i s  t h a t  a l a r g e  propor t ion  

of them occur i n  p l aces  d i f f i c u l t  of access. 

111 u o s t  p a r t s  of t h e  world thundorstorrns a r c  gene ra l ly  accompranicd by r a i n  

heavy enough t o  oxtbe;uj.sh t h c  f i r e s  s t a t o d  by l i g h t n i n g ,  bu t  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  mcl 

ad.jaccnt s t a t e s  "dry" thundorc torns  a re  frequent .  
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