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The p resen t  o f f i c i a l  meteorological  s e rv i ce  52 tho  Canal Zone i s  known as t he  

Sec t ion  of Meteorology and Hydrography, and has i t s  c e n t r a l  o f f i c e  a t  Balboa Heightsf '  

1% is under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  t h e  chief  hydrographer of the  Canal organization. '  

There a r e  two first-class s t a t i o n s ;  one at Balboa Heights and tho o the r  at Colon. 

These hnve f u l l  complements of i n s t r u n e n t s ,  similar t o  those used a t  regular 

Gtat ions of t h e  United S t a t e s  Weather Bureau, and record a l l  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  d e t a i l s  

of climate. There 

these  a r e  equippod 

R a i n f a l l  i s ,  

both on account of 

of the  C a n a l .  The 

a r c  about 25 o the r  s t a t i o n s  t h a t  measure r a i n f a l l  only. H a l f  of 

with s o l f - r e g i s t e r i n g  rain-gauges, naking continuous records.  

o f  couree,  tlic most important f e a t u r e  of t h e  Isthmian c l imate ,  

i t s  l a r g e  amount and because o f  i t s  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  watorLsupply 

r a i n f a l l  i s  hO~~Vio6t  on t h e  A t l a n t i c  s i d c ,  moun t ing  t o  about 

170 inches  a y e a r  at Por to  Bel lo . ,  A large p a r t  of tho  I s thn ian  rainfall comes i n  

the  form of heavy shbwers beginning a f t e r  noon.' 

of t h e  pain f a l l s  at night .  

On t h e  A t l a n t i c  coas t  n e a r l y  ha l f  

There i s  a dry season of about fou r  months,! du ra t ion ,  
i 

occurr ing  i n  winter.! 

H a i l  f e l l  on t h e  Isthmus t h r e e  t imes i n  a pe r iod  of nine Y ~ Z Z T S .  The vast, 

W i f i c i a l  r e s e r v o i r  known as G a t u n  Lake i s  the  p r i n c i p a l  t h c a t r o  of  hydro logica l  

~ v o s t i g a t i o n s ,  i nc lud ing  r e g u l a r  observa t ions  of water  s t ages  and ovnporation. 

The water 3.n s to rage  here  is deple ted  t o  the  ex ton t  of many bi l l ionG of  cubic f e e t  

during each dry soason. U g h  SeaG caused by n o r t h e r s  formerly d id  much d m g e  t o  , 

6hippkn.g i n  t h o  open roads tead  of Colon, b u t  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  o f  a breakwater has 

made thqs a s a f e  harbor.  
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