A Science Service Feature

Released on receipt
but intended for use
September 21, 1928 ? WHY THE WEATHER 1 Mailed September 14, 1928

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman,
Authority on Meteorology

——————

METEQOROLOGY IN THE CANAL ZONE

The p;esent official meteorological service in the Canal Zone is known as the
Section of Meteorology and Hydrography, and has its central office at Balboa Heightsf
It is under the direction of the chief hydrographer of the Canal organization.' |
There are two first~class stations; one at Balboa Heights and the other at Colon.
‘These have full complements of instruments, similar to those used at regular
stations of the United States Weathor Bureau, and record all the principal defails
0f climates There arc about 25 other stations that measurc rainfall only. Half of
these are equipped with self-registering rain~gauges, making continupus records.

Reinfall is, of course, the most important feature of the Isthmian climate,
both on account of,its large amount and because of its relation to the wator~supply
of the Canale The.rainfall 1ls hcaviest on the Atlantic side, amounting to about
170 inches a yea} at Porto Belloe. A large part of tho Isthmian rainfall comes in
the form of heavy showers beginniﬁg after noon.: On the Atlantic coast ncarly half
of the Pain falls at night. There is a dry season of about four months? duration,
occgrfing in wintere!

Hail fell on the Isthmus three times in a period of ninec years. The vast
”artificial reservolr known as Gatun Lake is the principel theatre of hydrological
investigatiéns, including regular observations of water stages and evaporation.
The water in storage here is depleted to the extont of many billions of cubic feet
dUrigg eagh dry season. High seas caused by northers forﬁerly did much damagc to l
Shipping/in the open roadétead of Colon, but the construction of a breakwater has |

hade this a safe harbor.
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