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THE EQUINOCTIAL STORM 

This y e a r  t h e  autumnal equinox, t he  sun!s c ros s ing  of the  " l ino"  on h i s  

- 

southward journey, fa l ls  on September 23; i n  some years the  da t e  i s  t h e  ZZd; bu t  

t he  equ inoc t i a l  storm, alias t h e  l i n e  storm, a l lows i t s e l f  a grea t  dea l  more 

l a t i t u d e  i n  the  time of i t s  arrival. 

downpour coming any time i n  t h e  l a t t e r  half 09 September i s  s u r e  t o  be dubbed t h e  

A s p e l l  of b o i s t e r o u s  weather or ;i long s t eady  
* %.* . 

"equinox" by a c e r t a i n  p a r t  of t h e  publ ic ;  p a r t i c u l a r l y  of the  o ldo r  generation. 

1% i s  the  e l a s t i c  i d e a  about t h e  date  of t h e  storm tha t  keeps up peop1e:s b e l i e f  

i n  i t s  ex is tence .  

The no t ion  t h a t  t he  equinoxes of both sp r ing  and f a l l  a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  stormy 

seasons o f  t h e  year  is very old and is doub t l e s s  of a s t r o l o g i c a l  o r i g i n ,  l i k e  s o  

much o t h e r  popular weather l o re .  The f i r s t  head of the  B r i t i s h  meteorological  

s e rv i ce ,  Admira l  MtzRoy, who cherishad several o t h e r  f a l l a c i o u s  i d e a s ,  be l ieved  

i n  oqu inoc t i a l  s torms and t r i e d  t o  exp la in  them as a n  e f f e c t  of atmospheric t i d e s .  

H i s  o f f i c i a l  successor ,  however, Dr.  R. H. S c o t t ,  i n s t ead  of accept ing  t h e  o l d  ideG 

at  i t s  face  va lue ,  made a c a r e f u l  ana lys i s  o f  weather records  and found nothing 

t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  it, as applying t o  t h e  reg ion  of t h e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s .  A s i m i l a r  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was made Some years  l a t e r  i n  the  United S t a t e s  by H. A. H a e n ,  of 

t he  Signal  Se rv ice ,  and l e d  t o  the  same r e s u l t .  
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