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OpIIAT ,IS- A, HURRICANE? 

The storm that r e c e n t l y  wrought ru in  i n  the West Indies  and F l o r i d a  mas a 

hur r i cane  and i t  mas a l s o  a cyclone. But no t  a l l  hu r r i canes  are cyclones,  nor are 

a l l  cyclones hur r icanes .  

B cyclone is a l a r g e  t r a v e l i n g  whirlwind -- sco res  o r  hundreds of mi les  i n  

If i t  o r i g i n a t e s  wi th in  the t r o p i c s  i t  i s  a t r o p i c a l  cyclone; if else- diameter.  

v:here, an ex t r a - t rop ica l  cyclone. Tropical  cyclones f requent ly  pass  from the t ropics  

to  h ighe r  l a t i t u d e s ,  but ex t r a - t rop ica l  cyclones never invade the t rop ics .  

cyclones are, on thc average,  much smaller than ex t r a - t rop ica l  cyclones and have 

Tropical  

some o t h e r  d i s t i n g u i s i n g  f ea tu res .  

of i n t e n s i t y .  

of a g a l e ,  A t  the oppos i t e  extreme are those i n  vfhich the minds roach v e l o c i t i e s  

Both kinds o f  cyclone occur i n  varying degrces  

Some a r e  a t tended  by l i g h t ,  s h i f t i n g  1,iind.s t h a t  do not  reach the force 

well over 100 miles an hour.  

E x t r e m l y  v io l en t  cyclones are almost e n t i r e l y  confined t o  the t rop ic s ,  b u t  

Occasional ly  occur i n  middle -1s t i tudes .  On th@ o t h e r  hand, the small t r a v e l i n g  

whirlwinas known as tornadoes,  vhich vary i n  diameter from n.fem yards  t o -a  mile o r  

So, and which a re ,  by far the  mst v i o l e n t  of a l l  starms, a r e  p e c u l i a r  to  the  temper- 

ete zones. 

me term fllp.n-l:icane" i s  a Carib Indian  word, o r i g i n a l l y  appl ied  t o  the more 

severe t r o p i c a l  cyclones o f  the Vest Ind ies ,  Nowadays it is app l i ed  to.  severe trop- 


