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SASTRUGI 

Commander Byrd, true to  his name, is going to f l y  i n  the Antarctic where 

Previous exp lo re r s  have trudged o r  sledged. He p i l l  thus escape, among o the r  t h ings ,  

the formidable o b s t a c l e  presented  by the vind-formed dunes of sno',", ca l led  s a s t r u g l  

i n  po la r  l i t e r a t u r e ,  vh ic3  a r e  so  common in t h a t  part of the world. 

S a s t r u g i  are i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  the  phys ica l  geographer, and t h i r  nave is even 

more i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  the lexicographer .  This name is app l i ed  t o  a snow formation 

c h a r a c t e r s i t i c  of wind-swept plains; e s p e c i a l l y  those v5ere the Finds tegd t o  b low 

c o n s t a . t l y  i n  one d i r e c t i o n ,  so t h a t  these  snor r idges  a r e  more o r  l e s s  ;?errranc-nt and 

Serve t o  i n d i c a t e  the  p o i n t s  of the compass, This c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  snow r idges  i n  

northen? S i b e r i a  w a s  noted a century  ago %g Baron v m  Wrangel, and t 3 e  Russi:~ m m e  

f o r  these r i a g e s ,  f l za s tmgi" ,  Germanized t o  flsastrugin, was made farnilfsr by the nar- 

r a t i v e  o f  Vrangel ' s  t r a v e l s .  

m e n  the late Captain S c o t t  was wri t ing his  Antarctic j o u r n a l s  l;e ofte-.. had 

m c a s i o n  to  r e f e r  t o  a s i n g l e  snom dune. !lke s i n g u l a r  o f  nzas t rugin  i n  Ih iss ia i  is 

R.zas trugan, b u t  S c o t t  apparent ly  thought "sastrugin was a Latin a o r d  and a x o r d i n g l y  

he r e f e r r e d  t o  a s ing le  specimen as a "sastrugus". 

Zollowed h i s  example. 

3ngl  i sh  d i c  t ionar  i e  s say about a l l  this 

Several  subsequent. m- i t e r s  have 

I t  vi11 be i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  see  Fhat the next  e d i t i o n s  o f  the  
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