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SASTRUGI

Commander Byrd, true to his name, is going to fly in the Antarctic where
previous explorers have trudged or sledged. He will thus escape, among other things,
the formidable obstacle presented by the wind-formed dunes of snow, called sastrugi
in polar literature, which are so common in that part of the world.

Sastrugl are interesting to the physical geographer, and their name is even
Tore interesting to the lexicographer. This name is applied to a snow formation
charactersitic of-windpswept plains; especially those vherec the minds tend to blow
Constantly in one direction, so that these snow ridges are more or less permanent and
Serve to indicate the points of the compass. This characteristic of snow ridges in
Northern Siberia was noted a century ago by Baron von Wrangel, and the Russian name
for these ridges, "zastrugi', Germanized to "sastrugi®, was made familiar by the nar-
rative of Wrangel's travels.

When the late Captain Scott was writing his Antarctic journals he often had
Gxcasion to refer to a single snow dune. The singunlar of "zastrugi' in Russian is
Tzastruga®, but Scott apparently thought "sastrugi" was a Iatin word and accordingly
2e referred to a single specimen as a "sastrugus'. Several subgsequent writers have
Zollowed his example. It will be interesting to see what the next editions of the
“nglish dictionaries say about all this.
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