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- TH? "JORLD'S BIGGEST RAIN-GAUGE 

The summit of Mount V a i a l e a l e ,  i n  the  Havaiian I s l ands ,  i s  known as "Uncle 

Sam's dampest corner" on account of  the  enormous r a i n f a l l  that; occurs  t h e r e ,  surpass- 

in<  t h a t  of any o t h e r  p l ace  under the  h r i c n n  f l a g ,  and poss ib ly  any o t h e r  p lace  i n  

the w o r l d .  A s  t h i s  mountaintop is d i f f i c u l t  of access ,  masurements o f  the r a i n f a l l  

a r e  made he re  only about oncc a year ,  t he  rain-gauge employed f o r  Y'c purpose being 

d-esigned t o  h o l d  an e n t i r e  y e a r ' s  r a i n f a l l .  

The f i r s t  gauge i n s t a l l e d  on t h e  mountain, by the U. S. Geological Survey, 

Proved t o  be too small, In  1920 a l a r g e r  one was i n s t a l l e d  by the U. S. nea the r  

Bureau, 

i t y  bes ides  i t s  s i ze .  I n  an ord inary  rain-gauga, designed f o r  d a i l y  readings,  t?m 

This gauge, which i s  t'ne l a r g e s t  i n  t3e w o r l d ,  has  on? i n t e r e s t i n g  pecu l i a r -  

ra in  f a l l s  i n t o  a funnel-shaped r ece ive r  by which i t  i s  conducted i n t o  a narrow tube. 

BY t h i s  plan the depth of the water  i s  magnified, i n  some d e f i n i t e  propor t ion ,  i n  

order  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  reading. In  designing t'ne Hawaiian gaup-e t l x  opposi te  p lan  m a s  

followed. ??le r ece ive r  mas made of much smal le r  a r e a  than tlie gauge proper ,  the pro- 

Por t ions  be ing  such t h a t  the depth of water c o l l e c t e d  in  the  gauge vas  only one-tenth 

of the a c t u a l  r a i n f a l l .  

me capac i ty  of the gauge i s  900 inches of a c t u a l  r a i n f a l l ,  ywvhich is  about 

':vice as rmch as occurs  a t  t h i s  ? lace in  an average p a r .  
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