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METZOROfrOGICAL STRVICES 

The United S t a t e s  Weather Sureau  and the Treteorological Service o f  Canada 

a r e  examples of  the  o f f i c i a l  o rganiza t ions  maintained novadays I n  nea r ly  a l l  civ- 

i l i z e d  coun t r i e s  c h i e f l y  f o r  two purposes -- the p r e d i c t i o n  of nreather and the col- 

l e c t i o n  of c l i m a t i c  statistics. 

& n a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e  of t h i s  kind. comprises a cont ra1  s t a t i o n  o r  i n s t i t u t e ,  

Usually, b u t  no t  always, s i t u a t e d  at the c a p i t a l  of the country,  a.nd a netrplork of 

subordinate  s t a t i o n s ,  nhich are sometimes c l a s s i f i e d ,  accord ing  t o  the scope o f  

t h e i r  observa t ions ,  as s t a t i o n s  o f  the f i rs t ,  second and t h i r d  order .  They may al- 

60 be c l a s s i f i e d ,  from a d i f f e r e n t  po in t  of view, as t e l s p a p h i c  and non-telegraphic 

s t a t i o n s .  The former provide te legraphic  r e p o r t s  of t h e i r  observa t ions ,  once a day 

o r  o f t e n e r ,  TFhich serve as the basis o f  f o r e c a s t s ,  while  t'ne l a t t e r  a r e  na in ta ined  

Chiefly f o r  the purposes of climatology. 

In  some coun t r i e s  -- notably the United S t a t e s  -- t h e w  a r c  add i t iona l  

classes o f  s t a t i o n s  engaped i n  p a r t i c u l a r  l i n e s  of Toric. D-esc  inchide storm-warn- 

ing  s t a t i o n s ,  r i v e r  s t a t i o n s  (which r epor t  r i v e r  s t ages  and r a i n f a l l  i n  the r i v e r  

b a s i n s ) ,  s ts t iovls  f o r  aer icu l tu . ra1  meteorology, etc.  

Several  o f  the p r i n c i p a l  maritime na t ions  g a t h e r  weather r e p o r t s  from ves- 

s e l s  a t  sea ;  p a r t l y  by  r ad io ,  f o r  f o r e c a s t i n g  purposes,  b u t  c h i e f l y  i n  t5e  shape of 

meteorological  "logs", which a r e  turned, in at the end of each voyage, and which fcr- 

n i sh  the raw material f o r  the  s t a t i s t i c s  of marine meteorology. 
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