
- A Science Serv$ce Fea ture  

? axy TYE +EATHER P Mailed September 29, 1929 

By Charlos Fitzhu& Talrnan, 
Anthor i ty  on Meteorology 

CI T% SAILOR'S BORN CARD 

I n  a t r o p i c a l  cyclone tho winds b1ow at  h i &  speod around the  c e n t e r  of lowest  

)aromc?;t;ric prcssure -- +f counter-clockwisefl i n  the nor thern  hemisphorc and 11 clockrrris el1 

i n  the southorn -- v h i l o  storm as a whole t r a v e l s  a t  a modorate speed over tho 

sur face  o f  the globe. Such are thc? e s s e n t i a l  facts  ombodisd i n  tho Law of Storms, 

which was discovered and made familiar dur ing  the f irst  h a l f  of the n ine teenth  con- 

tu  r y  . 
*One of the p ioneer  oxponcnts o f  t h i s  law was Henry Piddington,  o f  Calcu t ta ,  

I n  order  t o  a i d  s a i l o r s  i n  grasp ing  the  f a c t s  Above set  f o r t h  and 111 u t i l i z i n g  them 

80 as to  give storms a wide b e r t h ,  Piddington devised  a p a i r  of "horn cardall, one 

f o r  each hcmisphero. These \:ore small t r anspa ren t  sheets o f  horn, on which vrerc 

dram concent r ic  c i r c l e s ,  r ep resen t ing  isobars o r  l i n e s  of equal barometr ic  prussuro ,  

surrounding a storm c e n t e r ,  and arroms r ep resen t ing  the d i r e c t i o n s  o f  the winds i n  

tho d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of  a storm, 

r e c t i o n  slowly over  a map on which the  p o s i t i o n  o r  course of a sh ip  ms marked, the 

By moving one of these cards  i n  an appropr ia te  di-  

Successive shifts  of the wind and changes of p ressure  a t t end ing  the p s s a g e  o f  the 

Storm mere shown, 

j n  1848 and i n  sevora l  l a te r  e d i t i o n s ,  conta ins  n p a i r  o f  horn cards  i n  pockets at- 

Piddington ' s  f l S a i l o r t s  Horn-book f o r  t he  Law of Stormst+, publiahod 

tached t o  i t s  covers.  
They 

arc made of txnnspnrent c c l l u l o i d  o r  t r a c i n g  paper,  
CJordance vith knorledge acqui red  s i n c e  p iddingtonls  day concerning the  '1 i nd ra f t "  of 
the w i n d s  c i t h  r e soec t  to  the i s o b a r s  and c s r r y  var ious  nunbere o f  brlrbn to  show tho 
r e l a t i v e  s t r e n g t h  af tho minds at d i f f e r e n t  d i s t ances  from the center .  All such h t a  
rep resen t  average o r  typical cond i t ions ,  from which ind iv idua l  case8 may d i f f e r  con- 
s ide rab ly ,  but they arc accura t e  onow$,  t o  mako the  horn c s rd  R usofu l  ad junc t  o f  

Modernized horn ca rds  are used by some naviga tors  a t  the p re sen t  dny. 
Tho n ind  arrows are drawn i n  ac- 

I' storm s t ra tegyn 
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