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IlAIL. IN SOUTH. AFRICA 

Probably no country i n  the world i s  more subjec% t o  hailEtorms than South 

Afriaa, where they  occur i n  a l l  months OP the  p a r .  

days pe r  annum on which h a i l  falls at soma place  i n  Cape Province and 106 days i n  

t h e  Transvaal ,  while t he  l a t t e r  province has  had as many as 133 ha i l s torms  i n  a 

On an avorage the re  are 105 

s h g l e  p a c i  

A ha i l s to rm of except iona l  Doveri ty  occurrod a t  P r o t o r i a  i n  the  l a t e  a f te rnoon 

O f  Christmas Day, 1923. "Tho h a i l , "  says  an o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t  of t h i s  event ,  "might 

have been mistcLken f o r  a showor of snowballs bu t  f o r  tho deafoning noise  of impact 

on *of8 and ground, t he  s t r i p p i n g  of f o l i a g e  and large branches from t r e e s ,  t h e  

snapping of telephone wircs 8 s  though they  wero th roads ,  the smashing of windows 

md t h e  pe r fo ra t ion  of t i l e d  roofs l i k e  s o  much papor, This continued Uti1 

6:25 p a , ,  when tho h a i l  gavc placo .to a hoavy rainfall,  which completed t h e  h t w ~ *  

The water ,  pouring through t h e  r o o f 6 ,  e i t h e r  found i t s  way through t h e  U O $ l i n g 6 ,  

. 
o r ,  by accumulation, caused t h e i r  collapse." 

In a neighboring d i s t r i c t  two head of c a t t l e  and many f o a l s  were k i l l e d ,  crops . 
were completely destroyed,  and mature t r o o s  were s t r ippod  of all f o l i a g e  $nd btzred 

Lo t h e i r  bark. The horn of a cow s t r u c k  by a ha i l s tona  was broken off  at %ho r o o t ,  

22mgauge corrugated i r o n  shee t s  were p ie rced ,  and y e t  - as usua l  I no human 1190 

wag l o s t , ;  The f a c t  t h a t  hail does not k i l l  s e v e r a l  human beings ovary year  i n  

Various p a r t s  of t he  world is one of t h e  most remarkable f a c t s  connected with 

weather 
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