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A. HAILSTORM T U T  ENDED A ,WAR 

A ha i l s to rm t h a t  played an important p a r t  i n  h i s t o r y  occurred in Apri l ,  1360. 

The Engl i sh  had long been a t  w a r  with the  French. Edward 111, a f t e r  an unsuccess- 

f u l  a t tempt  t o  take P a r i s ,  had withdrawn h i s  army toward Chartres. The Fsench 

o f fe red  t o  nego t i a t e  peace,  but  t h e  Engl i sh  king was stubborn. Then came the  

storm, which i s  thus  descr ibed  by FrOisaart: 

"During the  time t h a t  t h e  French commissioners were passing backwards and for-  

tvads from the  king t o  h i s  counci l  and unabXe t o  ob ta in  any favorable  answer t o  

t h e i r  e f f o r t s ,  t h e r e  happened such a s t o r n  and v i o l e n t  tempest of thunder  and h a i l ,  

ivhich f e l l  on t h e  Eng l i sh  army, t h a t  Z t  seemed as i f  t h e  world w e p  come t o  an end. 

The h a i l s t o n e s  were so l a r g e  as t o  kill men and b e a s t s ,  and t h e  boldes t  were 

frightened,l  The king turned himself t o w a r d  t he  church of 'Our Lady a t  Char t res ,  and 

r e l i g i o u s l y  vowed t o  t h e  Virgin,  as he has  s ince  confessed, t h a t  he would accept  

terms of peace."' The r e s u l t  was the  Treaty of Bretigny. 

The chronicLes o f  t h e  time place the  Engl ish l o s s e s  from t h i s  storm at  1,000 

men and 6,000 horses;  probably an exaggeration. 
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