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4 PERMANENT AURORA

The polar aurora == vhich incluies the aurora borealis of the northern homis-
phore and the aurora australis of tho southorn —— occurs chiefly in high latitudos'nnd
at irregular intervals. Its Aappearance generally coincldcs with Alsturbances in the
‘earth's mognetism ~- 80 called ﬂmagnatic'storma" and also with intermlttent outbrenks
in the sun.

bn the other hand 4t has beon knmovm for many years that n faint green light
is conétantly emitted from tho night sky in all parts of the world. The intensity of
this light is nov rugularly monsured according to a uniform plan at a number of places
in Aiffercnt countrics. Tho light shows mrked va:intions but they do not appenr to
be related to thosc of the nolar aurora or t0 magnetic Aisturbances.

The spectrum of this nermonent illuminntion of the sky‘has froqu&ntly heaen
photographodl. Its characteristic an? perhaps its only feature is tho woll-knowmn
yollovr—greon "nuroral line®; vhich is the mnst conspicuous fonturcvn the spectrum »f
the polar aurora. Hence tha light in question 1s resnrded as a snecies of aurors,
though 1t may Mo quito Aifferént in origin from tho polar surora. Lord Raylelgh, wvho
has Aovoted much attention to it  recently, calle 1t .tho "non-polar! aurora.
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