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PORTENTS OF TINTER 

The count ry  correspondents of c i t y  r.ews;xa;l?ers arb now b u s i l y  rounding up 

Information from ( r e a l  o r  f i c t i t i o u s )  rural gages as t o  tho kind of winter we are 

going t o  have; the  p r e d j c t i o n s  be ing  o s t e n s i b l y  based upon var ious  phenomena of the  

animal and vegetable  worlds. 

from the thiciolesn of animals' fur ,  onion s k i n s  and corn husks; from the he igh t  of 

wasps! n e s t s  above the ground; from the  c o l o r a t i o n  o f  c a t e r p i l l a r s ;  from the bui ld-  

i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  of beavers  and muskrats; from tho food s t o r e s  o f  chipmunks and squir-  

r e l s ;  from the da te s  on which migratory b i r d s  tde f l i&t .  

about Thanksgiving -- me shall h e a r  from the goosebono prognos t fca tors ,  who are 

s a i d  t o  examine the breastbone e x t r a c t e d  f rom a roast goose and t o  judge of the corn- 

ing win te r  from i t s  shape and c o l o r  -- even as Roman soo'thsayers inspec ted  the en- 

The prophets  o r e  supposed to  draw their conclusions 

A l i t t l e  la ter  -- along 

trails of s a c r i f i c i a l  animals t o  a s c e r t a i n  the w i l l  of  the  gods. 

How much truth is  there  i n  a l l  these ' I s i g n ~ ~ ~  of n i n t e r  r e a t h e r ,  Not'one 

The b i o l o g i c a l  phenomena of autumn a r e  the results of condi t ions  t h a t  havo atom! 

gone be fo re ,  inc1udinR the weather of the previous months. 

b l e  connection v i t h  the  reather  of the months following. 

They have no conceiva- 
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