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5XDICAL --. 'JVEATHER 0 B S T . R ~ ~ R ~  

Long before  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  o f f i c i a l  x e t e o r o l o g i c a l  s e r v i c e s  

Of North America a system of weather  o b s e r v a t i o m  WL~S fouililed i:1 t h e  United S t a t a s  

by t h e  Medical Department o f  t h e  Army. lin o r d e r  dated' Kay 2 ,  1814, makes i t  t h e  

d u t y  of h o s p i t a l  surgeons t o  keep u d i a r y  of t h e  weather ,  axid one such j o u r n a l ,  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h i s  o r d e r  and kept  a t  Cambridge, % ~ s s . ,  i s  d a t e d  J u l y ,  

1816. This  o rde r  had t h e  h e a r t y  endorsemont of t h e  i i r s t  Surgson General of t h e  

Army, General Joseph L o v e l l ,  appoin ted  i n  1818. In h i s  approval  of t h e  o r d e r  he s ~ y s  

"Every p h y s i c i a n  v h o  makes a sc ience  of h i s  p r o f e s s i o n  or a r r i v e s  a t  eiuinence 

i n  i t  w i l l  keep a j o u r n a l  of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  as t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of vteather cmd c l i m a t e  

s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  s o l d i e r ,  t h e i r  e f f e c t s  upon d i s e a s e s  o f  t h e  amy a r e  p e c u l i a r l y  

i n t e r e s t i n g ,  as by p r o p e r  mmagement t h e y  may i n  a g r e a t  measure be obviated.  

t h i s  end e v e r y  su.rgeon should  be f u r n i s h e d  wi th  a good thermometer aad ,  i n  udc?ition 

To 

t o  a d i a r y  of  the weather ,  should  n o t e  everything; r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  topopa.phy O f  

t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  causes  of d i s e a s e . "  

Se,veral  volumes of m e t e o r o l o g i c a l  r e g i s t e r s  were publ i shed  by the SUrgQon 

General!s o f f i c e ,  cover ing  t h e  y e a r s  1822 t o  1854, i n c l u s i v e .  

(All r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d  by Sc ience  S e r v i c e ,  InC.) 
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