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- TEE ROCKFORD TORNADO 

The tornado that occurred at  Rackford, Ill., on September 14, whlle a 

hurricane was sweeping over the Best Indies, was reported at the time t b  haw cost 

about 60 l ives.  Portunately this  statement proved t o  be much exaggerated. However, 

the actual loss of l i f e ,  now placed a t  14, surpasses that  of any other tornado of  

the present year. 

The storm struck Rockford at a quarter past  three. Traveling mr theas t  : 

at  a speed estimated. at 6(! miles an hour -- a rather high ra te  o f  t ravel  f o r  tor -  

nadoes -- i t  cut a path 300 f e e t  wide and three miles long through a resident ia l  

an& manufacturing d i s t r i c t  in the southeast pa r t  of the tom. About 300 dwelling 

houses were destroyed o r  damaged, one manufacturing 'p lant  was completely demolished, 

and eight others were more o r  less seriously damaged. 

The air  is said t o  have been very cold during the passage o f  the storm. 

No rain f e l l  during the tornado and only l i gh t  rain a f t e r  it.' 
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