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AIB-SOUITDINGS OVER T S  OCEATT 

Exploring the air over the  oceans above t h e  l e v e l  of the sur face  winds 

has become one of the  u rgen t  tasks o f  s c i e c c e ,  i n  v i m  of the new requirements of 

aeronaut ics ,  thou& it has o t h e r  important aim than t h a t  of a i d i n g  the  airman and 

was undertaken be fo re  the advent o f  the aeroplane and tho a i r sh ip .  

As far back as 1901 the la te  Prof.  A.L. Botch s e n t  up meteorological in- 
I 

strument.s a t t ached  t o  k i t e s  from a moving vesse l  ir, Yassacfiusetts Bay, and a l s o  

from a steamship while c ros s ing  the  At l an t i c .  During th s  next tTo yea r s  similar en- 

terprises mere c a r r i e d  ou t  by o t h e r s  over  the Uediterranean and elsewhere. In  1904 

Pro f .  Hergesell, on board a yacht  belonging to the P r ince  i?f Konaco, made important 

Studies of the upper atmosphere i n  t:?e tra.le mind region of  the North A t l a c t i c  3y 

means of kites, and ir; the  fol loming year  both ki tes  and bal loons  v;.re s e n t  up from 

a vesse l  i n  the same reg ion  under the  d i r e c t i o n  of Rotch mid Teisserenc de Bort .  

Within the last  few years  work of t h i s  cha rac t e r  h a s  beell taken up on a 

more ex tens ive  scale t3a i  e w r  before .  

Gerrran p ' b o a t  "Meteor" i n  the North and South Atlantic, i n  1 9 2 5 2 7 ,  more than 

Thus dur ing  the oceangrap3ic cruises of  the 

1,000 f l ights  o f  k i tes  and ? l lo t -ba l loons  mere c a r r i e d  out .  Yore r ecen t ly  the 

B r i t i s h  Xavy has made the tak ing  of p i lo t -ba l loon  observat ions a p a r t  of t h e  r e q l a r  

duties of s eve ra l  naval v e s s e l s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  parts of ?.he world. 
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