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prof. H. T. Barnes, F.R.S. ,  of  IdcGill University, i n  several recent publi- 

cat ions has  emphasized the enormous tax imposed on humanity every minter by ice and 

snow and has indicated varioxs ways i n  which t h i s  burden can be lightened. One ex- 

pensive item is the closing of waterwws and harbors to  navigation by ice. 

every year, besides the general suspension of t r a f f i c  f o r  some months on the Great 

Lakes, several  vessels  are caught by a sudden freezing of the waters. 

a r e  able to  force a way through the ice ,  they are l i a b l e  t o  receive much damage i n  

Thus 

Even if they 

doing so. 

In  the por t  of Montreal, says Prof. Barnes, closed f ive months of the 

year by ice, the meekly l o s s  on t h i s  account runs to $15,000,000. " In  the operation 

of automobiles no estimate of the mill ions l o s t  has been rrade. A l l  o u r  taxi com- 

panies report  thousands of do l la rs  spent i n  damage done every minter. I n  the oper- 

a t i o n  of railroads the clear ing of snow from the tracks and. the thawing of switches 

represents m c h  money. I n  delays to  t r a f f i c ,  no estimate has ever been made. Every 

b i g  snowstorm costs  the City of New York a mill ion dol la rs  or Fore f o r  snow removal. 

The grea t  water-power p l a n t s  s i t u a t e d  on northern r i v e r s  a re  seriously affected by 

ice,  and many of  them reduced to ha l f  t h e i r  summer capacity." 

Methods of f igh t ing  ice  and snow a r e  numerous. Prof. Barnes has been 

especial ly  ident i f iad  i n  recent years ,with the use o f  thermit f o r  melting ice jams 

and o the r ice a c c m l a  t ions. 
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