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3'-MNKLIN S STORM 

Although our  ancas to r s  of a century o r  more ago were familiar wi th  t h e  ex is t -  

ence o f  small whirlwinds,  they  supposod t h a t  t h e  wind in  more ex tecs ive  storms blew 

i n  a n d a r l y  s t r a i g h t  l i n o  and t h a t  tha d i r e c t i o n  of tho wind observed at any part- 

icular  p l ace  was t h e  d i r e c t i o n  i n  which the  storm.was t r ave l ing .  One of t he  f i rs t  

persons t o  d i spu te  t h i s  i d e a  was Bonjamin Frankl in .  

One evening i n  October,  1743, Frankl in  h a d  planned t o  o'cserve an oc l ip so  of 

t he  moon a t  Ph i l ade lph ia ,  bu t  was prevented from doing so by a "nor theas t  storm"-- 

i., t:. , a storm baginning a i t h  winds from t h e  northeast-thd clouds a t t e n d i n g  which 

coverad the  SQ at tho time of the uc l ipse .  

l e a r n  through newspapers an?. a l s o  through correspondence vrith h i s  b ro the r  i n  Boston, 

tha t  at t h e  l a t t e r  p l  c e ,  l y i n g  850 miles nor theas t  of Phi laAolphia ,  t h c  e c l i p s e  

ha?_ bdGn well obscrve? bcfore  thakorm sLit i n .  

A few days later h e  was su rp r i sed  t o  

l ' r i t i n g  i n  17'60 of t h i s  episode 

f r a n k l i n  sa id :  

IIVha comparing a l l  o the r  accounts  I received from the seve ra l  co lon ie s  o f  the  

tj.mt> of keginning of tho same stom, and s ince  t h a t  of o the r  storms of the  same k i c d ,  

I found the  beginning t o  5e always later the f a r t h e r  northcastward.tl This was a 

Henca a e t e o r o l o g i s t s  look 'Dack upon " F r a n k l i n ' s  Stormtt of 1'743 a6 one of t he  

milostonas i n  tho  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e i r  scianco. 
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