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A promising method of nromoting the s a f e t y  of human beings during hu r r i canes ,  

such as the  one t h a t  l a t e l y  swept over t he  West Ind ie s  and F l o r i d a ,  i s  po in tea  out 

by H. C .  Hunter,  of t he  United S t a t e s  Weather Bureau. While s a f e t y  from tornadoes 

can be found i n  a s t rong ly  roofdd i t tornado ce l la r" ,  the best refuge from a hur r i -  

cane i s ,  i n  most cases, t o  'ca sought well above the  ground r a t h e r  than  below it.  

This i s  Facause a large propor t ion  of t h e  fatali t ies a t t end ing  t r o p i c a l  hur r icanos  

are due t o  water rather t h a n  wind. 

been claimed by f loods  occurr ing  when the  storm waves r o l l e d  i n .  

Along c o a s t s  great numbers of v i c t ims  have 

In land  equa l ly  

disastrous f l o o d s  sometimes result from the t o r r e n t i a l  r a i n f a l l  that  i s  a usual 

accompaniment of t r o p i c a l  cyclones.  

!!The proper  refuge," says  Mr. Hunter, Itwould be low toners .  V e r y  f i r m  anch- 

oragd and powirful  framework are q u i t e  e s s e n t i a l  i n  thGse proposed refuges, and 

f l imsy  construct i 'on of t h e  enclosed room o r  rooms must be avoided. 

be b e t t e r  t han  tho s t ronges t  windows. 

Po r tho le s  would 

Furthermore, it would be important t o  sue 

t h a t  no trees grew mar enough o r  high enough t o  fa l l  aga ins t  tho refuge. Each 

of t hese  re fuges  could. serve an area f o u r  o r  f i v e  miles s q u a d ,  i f  parsons i n  

p t t r i l  could b e  porstladcd t o  start before  wind and r a i n  becam intense.  

:vould need t o  be an  Bblo l cador  o r  committee f o r  each ref?lgc: t o  watch cons t an t ly  

There 

f o r  ntxd of r e p a i r s  ar,d, i n  storm time, t o  marshal the threa tened  residents.I! 

The f e a s i b i l i t y  of t h i s  plari depends upon the f a c t  that ,  i n  most reg ions  sub- 

j z c t  t o  t r o p i c a l  hu r r i canes ,  the coming of these s t o m s  is alnnvs hera lded  t i  long 

time i n  advance, s o  that  t h e r e  i s  ample oppor tuni ty  t o  get pcoplci i n t o  the  suggest- 

ed p l acas  of refuge. 
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