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The tourist season has begun i n  Death Valley. Although t h i s  California 

deser t .  is notorious the world over f o r  i t s t e r r i f i c  summer heat ,  the weather from 

November to March o r  April ,  inclusive,  is usually qui te  comfortable. On an a v e r w  

Novem’oer day the temperature goes up to  74 and fa l ls  to  48. Temperatures below 

freezjing have been recorded i n  November and in  each of the winter months. A t  the 

h o t e l  recently opened i n  the val ley there is a f i rep lace  i n  every bedroom, and open 

f i r e s  a r e  of ten enjoyable in  the evening. 

Very d i f f e r e n t  a r e  the conditions in  swnmer. Rarely does the temperature 

fail t o  reach 100 on a summr day, r h i l e  readings from 110 t o  120 a r e  common. Here 

i s  the record o f  m a x i m u m  temperatures f o r  a cer ta in  week i n  1913: 

July 8 128 
9 129 

10 134 
11 129 
12 130 
13 131 
14 127 

These were 11 shade” temperatures, measured n i t h  an accurate thermmeter i n s t a l l e d  in 

a standard Weather aureau screen placed four f e e t  above a l f a l f a  sod. The weather 

s t a t i o n  is  located a t  Greenland Ranch, alias Furnace Creek Ranch, near the eastern 

edge of the valley,  where i t  is p r e t t y  cer ta in  the temperature doe8 not. r i s e  so high 

as i n  the lower central  d i s t r i c t .  

134 on J a y  10, 1913, which was f o r  some years a “world record’l, has  been surpassed 
a t  a place i n  the I t a l i a n  Sahara, i t  probably does not represent the worst Death 
Valley can do i n  the way of heat. 

Year, makes it the d r i e s t  h o r n  place i n  North m r i c a .  

Hence, although the above-mentioned reading of 

average r a i n f a l l  of the Valley, a l i t t l e  over an inch and a half a 
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