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Ti% CRIEI'SG STOREI! 

The 11 Crimean Storm" of November 14, 1854, is memorable in  the  histor:? of weath- 

e r  d i s a s t e r s  and, l ikewise  i n  the h i s t o r y  of weather science,  The Crimean Tar  was 

i n  progress .  Engl i sh  and French armies s e r e  bes ieg ing  Sebastopol. The small  har- 

bor  of Fa lac lava  nas cromd.ec! ' ~ 4 t h  shipping; bes ides  vhich about 30 v e s s e l s  l a y  out- 

s i d e  t h i s  harbor ,  and the re  mere many at o t h e r  Crimean p o r t s .  Those sh ips  included, 

bes ides  merchantman, B r i t i s h  and French men-of-war Ssvera l  t r a n s p o r t s  loaded 

v i t h  supp l i e s  b t d l y  neede? f o r  the coming winter  Caqaign. In the storm t h a t  swept 

mith h u r r i c m e  v io lence  over the a l a c k  Sea more than 30 vesse l s  mere l o s t  with the 

g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  crews. On shoro houses were t r e e s  vrere uprooted, 

and most of t h e  t e n t s  of t h e  A l l i e d  srmias vero blo- dorn. The s o l d i e r s  suf fered  

g r e a t l y  from exposure and from the l o s s  of t h e i r  s t o r e s ,  The S r i t i s h  h o s p i t a l  re- 

t u r n s  shorod 8,000 sick by t h e  end of the  month. 

Kinglake, i n  h i s  ff Invasion of the Crimoaff, g ives  a long account of t h i s  s torn, 

bu t  he  completely ignores  i t s  nost  important consaquende. One of the ves se l s  l o s t  

a t  t h i s  tima was t h e  French warship "Henri IVn. I t  was c h i e f l y  upon t h i s  ocaxrrpnce 

t h a t  Lever r ie r ,  d i r e c t o r  of t he  P a r i s  observatory,  based h i s  appeal to  the Emperor 

iJa-poleon I11 f o r  the i n i t i n t i o n  of an in te r r ,a t iona l  t e l eg raph ic  storm-warning fe F 

v ice  i n  Xurope as a means of a v e r t i n g  f u r t h e r  d i s a s t e r s  of the same character .  R i r ~  

e f f o r t s  ~ r 3  s u c c e ~ s f u l ,  and the se rv i ce  e s t ab l i shed  i n  1855 was the  pro to type  of 

t he  s t o r m m r n i n g  an6 weather-forecast ing i n s t i t l t i o n s  norr maintained by most of 

tho  c i v i l i z e d  coun t r i e s  of the world. 
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