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The s t a t i o n  of Cherrapunj i ,  i n  the Khasi T i l l s  of Asssm, i s  ronovmod f o r  i t s  

tremendous r a i n f a l l ,  though the  figure givan at prasent  f o r  tho annual averago i s  

decidadly lornor than those quotcd i n  former years .  Koreover, t he re  are now three  

o r  four  o the r  p l a c e s  t h a t  d i spu te  Cherrapunj i t s  claim t o  be the  we t t e s t  spot  on the  

globa a t  which r a i n f a l l  i s  rdgu la r ly  measured, The l a t e s t  o f f i c i a l  averago f o r  t h i s  

s t a t i o n  i s  424 inches  e. year. The o f f i c i a l  gauge is n o t ,  however, i n  the  we t t e s t  

p a r t  of t h o . d i s t r i c t .  A gauge at t h e  Velsh Mission House g i v e s  an average of 441.7 

inches from an IE?-ycar record ,  while onu at Shadwellts Efouse, wi th  l.2 yaa r s  of ob- 

s e rva t ions ,  g i v e s  a n  avarsgc of 449.6. 

Chcrrapunji  g e t s  most of i t s  r a i n  f ron  the southwost monsoon. The place occupioc 

a mall l s v e l  t r a c t  4,455 fod t  above sea l e v e l ,  at the  head of a s t ecpvra l l ed  va l l ey ,  

T ~ J  %engal branch of tho moiisooli blows i n t o  t h i s  valley and i s  def loc ted  ab rup t ly  

upw;%rd, condensing i t s  moisture  on account of  t h e  cool ing  duo t o  oxpansion, t h e  st+ 

t i o n  be iag  at t h e  a l t i t u d e  where maxmm condensat ior  occursI  This wind is moisture- 

l addr  not only on accoant of blowing from the Bay of Bengal, 200 miles away, but a160 

because the intervening t r a c t  of low land Over which i t  passes  t o  roach the mountaiss 

is mostly i n m d a t a d  by r i v e r  f loods  at t h i s  season, formilig a vas t  lako. 
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