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m i l e  voluminous records  have beer? c o l l e c t e d  of the temperature of the 

air i n  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of t'rro world, there  are rather meager s t a t i s t i c s  concerning 

the  temperatures acqui red  by tho e a r t h ' s  surface and. o t h e r  s o l i d  o b j e c t s  exposed t o  

the aunls  r a p  i n  d i f f e r e n t  l o c a l i t i e s .  

The sur face  t e q e r a t u r e  of' the  Sahara d e s e r t  was measured by Towean at 

I fe rouan  Kay 12, l899,and found t o  be 159 degree8 Fahrenhei t .  Obrutschev records 

va r ious  temperatures ranging from 140 t o  158 degrees Fahrenhei t  i n  the c e n t r a l  

A s i a t i c  desert. 

€I.& Cornthvai te  has measured the temperature o f  i ron  and s t e e l  pa in t ed  

e i f f e r e n t  co lors .  a d  exposed t o  the sun at Balboa Boights ,  Panama. -The observa- 

t i o n s  were mde i n  t3e  l a t t e r  half o f  A ; o r i l  with the midday sun d i r e c t l y  overhead. 

A hal f - inch  hole was d. r i l l ed  i n t o  the cen te r  o f  each block and f i l l e d  K i t h  meroqr, 

i n  ykich  a thermrnetar  mas i n se r t ad .  m e  highest tcmperature recorded was 153 do- 

grees  F&renhei t  i n  s t e e l  pa in ted  black, and it is est imated t h a t  under the  most 

favorablc: condi t ions  poss ib l e  in tho Canal Zone thu maxirum temperature of exposed 

s t e e l  is not l ike ly  to  exceed 14. P i t h  steol pa in ted  o t h e r  co lo r s ,  l o v e r  tamper-, 

a t u r e s  were recorded, green b e b e :  nea r ly  as ho t  as b lack ,  r ed  much cooler ,  and Z h i t e  

s l i & t l g  coo le r  than red;  b u t  the d i f fe rence  b e t m e n  b lack  &?d white averaged less 

than 20 degreas  at ridday. 
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