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ALASKAN WINTERS 
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Two f a c t s  about t h e  c l imate  of A l a s k a  a r e  pe renn ia l ly  unfami l ia r  t o  
1 

People l i v i n g  i n  more sbu the r ly  l a t i t u d e s .  One is  t h a t  t he  i n t e r i o r  of t h a t  g r e a t  

northern t e r r i t o r y  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  h o t  summers, when the  temperature not  i n f r equen t ly  

r ises t o  90 or above. The o the r  i s  t h a t  t he  southern  p a r t  of t h e  t e r r i t o r y  along 

the  coas t  has  comparatively mild winters ,  A t  S i t k a ,  f o r  example, the  mean temper- 

aturo i n  January i s  abbvf a degree hagher than t h a t  of the  sane month at  St.  Louis ,  

1Joa Most p laces  i n  southeas te rn  Alaska have somewhat h igher  average temperatures i n  

January than  Chi cago 

A t  S i t k a  and Kodiak t h e  temperature f a l l s  t o  zero only about once a year,  

on an  average. 

Zcro a t  any t i m e  during the  fou r  years  1918-21, inc lus ive .  I n  1915 t h e  lowest 

tfRmporature o r  t he  year  a t  Juneau was 13, and a t  Sitka and Ketchikan 20. 

A t  Juneau, S i t k a  and Ketchikan t h e  temperature d i d  not go down t o  

I t  i s  a n  amusing f a c t  t h a t  an insurance company once re fused  t o  insuro the 

l i f e  of a man l i v i n g  a t  Ketchikan because or  t he  supposedly r igorous  cl imate  pre- 

v a i l i n g  a t  the  place.  
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