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AMERICAN 

Fog is the a v i a t o r ' s  worst weather handicap, Hence, with the  r a p i d  de- 

velopment of air  rou te s ,  t h e r e  I s  a growing demand f o r  E t a t i s t i c s  of f o g  as an 

olement of climate-. The informatIcPn on t h i s  sub jec t  as it  r e l a t e s  t o  t he  Uni ted  

S t a t e s  and Canada i s  somewhat sketchy a t  present .  

average d i s t r i b u t i o n  of fog and i t s  v a r i a t i o n s  with season are known, but  the re  

need of much f u t l e r  knowledge concerning i a c a l  fog condi t ions ,  as dependent, c h i a f l y ,  

upon topography. 

The broad f a c t s  concerning the  

American m e t e o r o ~ o g i 6 t s  def ine  a "dense" f o g  as one t h a t  obscures ob jec t s  

a t  a d is tance  of 1,000 feet,, which is about t h e  l i m i t i n g  dens i ty  a t  which a f o g  

begins  t o  i n t e r f e r e  with naviga t ion  by sea o r  air. S t a t i s t i c s  of annual d i s t r i b u -  

t i o n  show the  g r e a t e s t  prevalence of f o g  along the  PacifSc'  coas t ,  the  A t l a n t i c  coas t  

of New England and Canada, and over the c e n t r a l  and southern  Appalachian Mountains. 

The con t inen ta l  i n t e r i o r  as a whole i s  a reg ion  of very l i t t l e  fog. 

Some fog  s t a t i c t i c s  j u s t  publ ished f o r  Lincoln,  Nebraska, a r e  f a i r l y  

t y p i c a l  of midcontinentnl condi t ions.  During the :1( years 1908-1927 dense fog was 

i-ocorded on 116 days. nis is  a n  average of l e s s  %than 6 l ays  with dense f o g  each 

year. During the  same per iod  of years  dense f o g  preva i led  a t o t a l  of 354 hours and 

33 minutes. This averages about an  hour of dense fog every t h r e e  weeks. The 

f o g g i e s t  month was February,  wi th  92 hours of dense f o g  i n  20 y e a r s ,  w h i l e  none w a s  

over recorded i n  May. Dense fogs formed most f r equen t ly  during the  o a r l y  morning 

hour6 and none ever formed between 9 a.m. and noon. The longes t  continuous p e r i o d  

of dense f o g  was 16 hours and 15 minutes. 
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