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»EORMALS

Metcorologica} inetitutions often rocecive requests for data of the tom-
perature, rainfall, ctce., recorded at such and such a placc “duriﬁg tho last fivo
years", or some othor spocifiod period of time. Usually, in such cascs, what tho
inquirer rcally wants is averagoe valucs of the clemonts montionod, but he doos not
rcalize that averages have alrcady bogn worked up from tho cxisting rccords of most
weather stations throughout tho worlde. In other words, he is not awarc of the cxistw
ence of what metecorologists call "climatic normels".

A normal is the average valuc that, in the coursc of’yoars, any metoorologin
cal clement is found to have on a specificd date, or during a spcecificd month or other
portion of tho ycar, or dur;ng the ycar as a wholcs Tho word '"normal" is also uscd
as an adjoctive in such cxpressions as "normal tempecraturc", "normal rainfall", otg.
Thus we may spcak of the normal tcemperaturc of January 1 (at a specificd plagc), or
the normal rainfall for March, or tho normal wind velocity for the ycar, ct;. Normalsg
arc computed from long serics of obscrvations, if availablo, but not nocossarily
from the ontirc rocord qf a station up to datc, as this would cntail constant revision.
The normal scrves as a standard with which valucs occurring in a particular ycar may
bo comparcd to dotormino what is callod the "doparturc from the Normal".

Climatic normals have beon worked up on a vast scalc for all parts ?f the

\world in which woathor records havo beon kopt for many ycars. Somc arc available
only in manuscwript, but the published normals would fill g good-gizod library.
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