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Mctcoro logica l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f t e n  r o c c i v c  r e q u e s t s  f o r  d a t a  of t h c  tem- 

p e r a t u r e ,  r a i n f a l l ,  c t c .  , recorded at such and such a p laco  "during t h o  last f i v e  

y e a r s n ,  o r  some o t h o r  s p o c i f i c d  p c r i o d  of timc. Usual ly ,  i n  such c a s o s ,  what t h e  

i n q u i r e r  r o a l l y  wants  i s  average v a l u c s  of t h c  clcrnonts mcntioncd, b u t  hc doos n o t  

r e a l i z o  t h a t  avcrages havo a l r e a d y  boen worked up from tho o x i s t i n g  r e c o r d s  of most 

weather  s t a t i o n s  throughout  t h o  world. I n  o t h e r  wordo, hc i s  n o t  awarc of t hc  e x i s t -  

ence of what m o t e o r o l o g i s t o  c a l l  " c l i m a t i c  normals". 

A normal i s  t h e  average va lue  t h a t ,  i n  t h c  c o u r s c  of years, any mctoorologi- 

c a l  clement i s  found t o  havo on a s p c c i f i e d  d a t c ,  o r  d u r i n g  a s p c c i f i c d  month o r  o t h e r  

p o r t i o n  of t h o ,  y c a r ,  o r  d u r i n g  t h e  y c a r  a6 a wholc, Tho word. "normal" is a l s o  used 

as an ad j c c t i v e  i n  such c x p r c s s i o n s  as "normal tcmpcra turc" ,  "normal r a i n f a l l " ,  c t c .  

Thus we may speak o f  t h e  normal tcniperaturc  of January  1 (at a s p c c i f i c d  p l n c c ) ,  o r  

tho normal ra infa l l  f o r  March, o r  t h o  nom& wind v c l o c i t y  f o r  t h c  y c a r ,  c t c .  Normals 

a r c  computod from l o n g  s o r i c s  of o b s c r v a t i o n s ,  i f  a v a i l a b l e ,  b u t  n o t  n c c o s s a r i l y  

from t h o  o n t i r c  r e c o r d  of  a c t a t i o n  up t o  date, as this would c n t n i l  c o n s t a n t  rcvisQoP.  

Thc normal s c r v c s  as a s t a n d a r d  wi th  which v a l u c s  o c c u r r i n g  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  y c a r  may 

bo compared t o  dotormino what i s  c a l l o d  t h o  "dopar turc  from t h o  Normal". 

Climatic normals havo bocn worked up on a v a s t  s c a l e  f o r  a l l  p a r t s  of t h e  
\ 

Viorld i n  Which Woathor records have boon kopt  f o r  many ycars .  Some a r c  a v a i l a b l e  

only in manuBcYipt, b u t  t h o  publ ishod normals would f i l l  a good-sizod l i b r a r y .  
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