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;BlmS & PORTENTS 3 WINTER 

Birds  of passage a r e  popularly believed t o  migrate e a r l y  o r  l a t e  i n  the 

sum, according t o  the kind of winter a t  hand, but not the s l i @ t e e t  evidence i s  

found t o  support t h i s  no t ion  Sn the voltunfnous records of bird migration t h a t  have 

been co l lec ted  i n  recent times 'by such agencies 8s the Ohited States  Biological sur- 

vey, 

f a n t a s t i c  t r a d i t i o n  has  i t  that these birds form fimres i n  the i r  f l i g h t ,  denoting 

The f l ight  o f  geese has been heard of most frequently i n  t h i s  connection. One 

the m b e r  of weeks of  f reezing weather t o  follow, !This idea is reminiscent of the 

divining nethods followed by the old Romsn augurs. 

B e  appearance of Arct ic  birds  i n  the a u t w  far south of t h e i r  usual 

haunts has been suppoedto fom3bOde a hard w.inter; a notion that  was espoused by 

the late john Burroughs6 %e speolous assumption involved i n  this idea is khat the 

birds a r e  driven south by exceptionally severe conditions i n  the Arct ic  and that 

such conditions should be followed by severe weather i n  middle l a t i t u d e s ,  The 

meteorological refatbons beeween the polar  regions and the temperate zone a re ,  how- 

ever, by no mans so simple and d.ireot as the champions o f  this notion suppose, nor 

does i t  rest on systematic observations of any sort .  
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