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Relief Fork i n  connection with a storm d i s a s t e r  is a familiar task of the 

Amrican Red Cross, but such work does not usually begin u n t i l  a f t e r  the storm oc- 

curs. There mas an exceptional case in  Florida last  September. 

On Saturday the 15th the hurricane that  had been wreaking i t s  fury i n  the 

Vest Indies nas off the Flor ida coast ,  but its future  course was s t i l l  uncertain. 

Believing h i s  community threatened, H.W.Selby, chairmn o f  the West Palm Beach 

chapter o f  the Red Cross, ca l led  h i s  l ieutenants together and drew up complete plans 

f o r  r e l i e f  measures. The problems of water, food, m d i c a l  supplies, clothing and 

‘transportation were f u l l y  considered, plans were made f o r  an emergency hospi ta l i -  

zation center,  f o r  canteen centers,  f o r  the transportation o f  refugees, supplies, 

e tc .  

In  the Sunday morning papers Ifr. Selby published b u l l e t i n s  announcing the 

locat ion of Cie concentration centers agreed upon, the nams of the committee heads 

selected and t h e i r  du t ies  and the other  d e t a i l s  that  had been arranged. In  the 

M i a m i  hurricareof 1926 many l i v e s  were l o s t  because, Then the calm center known as 

!,eye of the storm” arr ived,  people ventured out i n  the be l ie f  that  the blow was 

over. Accordingly Mr. Selby warned everybody to remain i n  a placet o f  safety during 

the brief lull i n  order to  be ready f o r  the second phase of  the hurricane. A meet- 

ing of  committee heads was held a t  11 o’clock Sunday morning and f i n d  plans were 
worked out. 
Rod Cross head at Jacksonville by long-distance telephone, asking them to start re- 
l i e f  t ra ins  t o  Eest Palm Beach if no fur ther  word was received within 12 hours. The 
Jacksonville d i rec tor  was also asked t o  send mord t o  national headquarters i n  Wash- 
ington. 

wires out of Palm Beach had gone down, and about 3 in  the afternoon the c i t y  was 
s t ruck  by the f u l l  fury of the s torm.  Thanks t o  the precautions taken, the loca l  
Population w~ f u l l y  prepared f o r  the emergency, the machinery of r e l i e f  was in fu l l  
operation as soon as the storm passed, and ample suppl ies  of all kinds were moving 
toward West Palm Beach from north and south the same night. 

Just before noon W r .  Selby ca l led  the mayors of M i a m i  and Tampa and the 

Five minutes after these conversations ended, a l l  telephone and telegraph 
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