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The coldest December of recent times i n  the United States  and Canada east  of tho ’ 

Rockies was that of 1917. 

f ollowing/especially las t ing impression because i t  added t o  the hardships and diff- 

i c u l t i e s  a r i s ing  from the norld mar, then i n  progress; so  much so that  me may expect 

The severity of the meather during that  month and the one 
made 

old people of the year 1970 o r  thereabouts t o  describe the winter of 1917-18 as typ  

i c a l  o f  the  winters that  prevailed i n  America i n  the days of the i r  youth. 

The cold weather was brought about mainly by a great anticyclone that  overspread 

northern Alaska aoCi vic in i ty  ear ly  i n  the month and gradually extendell eastward and 

southward into Br i t i sh  America and the United States east o f  the Rocky Mountains as 

the month advanced. 

merage tomperaXure f o r  the en t i re  month at Eagle, near the Arctic Circle,  mas 46 

degrees below zero; 23 degrees lower than the average f o r  the  previous coldest De- 

In  Alaska the barometric pressure was f a r  above normal, and the 

cember on record. A t  Damon the average f o r  the month was 59 b e h  zero; 29 degrees 

lower than the lowest moan ever before observed f o r  December. 

The mos t  remarltable feature  of the month’s weather was tha t ,  whilo nearly 

the whole of Canada and the United States, east of the Continental Divide had averago 

temperatures much below normal and records of low temperature f o r  December were b r o b  

en at a great number of places,  the weather west of the Divide remained abnormally 
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