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HIGHS' - 'AND Lows 
The tepms "highff and nlovff, app l i ed  by t h e  weatherman t o  areas o f  high and 

lom'barometric pressure ,  r e spec t ive ly ,  though they have been i n  use f o r  f o r t g  years  

o r  more, have naver become f u l l y  a s s imi l a t ed  i n t o  our  language. This i s  ind ica ted  

by the fact  that, t o  t h i s  day, tkey are u s u a l l y  p r i n t e d  with quotat ion marks around 

them, as if thay were of recent  coinage and not y e t  gene ra l ly  familiar,. A t  one t inae  

the  U.S. Weather Bureau employed the cur ious  expedient of p r i n t i n g  these words i n  

smsll c a p i t a l s  wherever they  occurred i n  a t e x t ,  

The re spec t ive  synonyms nanticyclonelf and wcyclonen are open t o  sore ob- 

j e c t i o n s ,  nhich have o f t e n  been discussed. Occasional a t tempts  have been mde t o  

in t roduce  substitutes. Thus Prof .  L. 7 .  Lyde, of the  Univess i ty  o f ' b n d o n ,  i n  h i s  

book "The Continent o f  Europell, uses the term "mind-wyrn and ''Rind-whirln Wyr" 

is  not found i n  the Oxford Dic t ionary ,  bu t  Lyde t e l l s  us it is the  name of Rn an- 

c i e n t  i n s t w e n t  used in the defense of a c i t y  wall. "This machine," he s a y s ,  

r h e a v i l y  weighted, moved downwards and outwards i n  a c i r c l e ,  and on the o u t s k i r t s  of 

i t s  c i r c u i t  i t  might and o f t e n  d id  cause considerable  disturbance'' -- even as an an- 

t icyclone some t ins s does. 

Recent ly  a German writer,  Dr. H. Markgraf, has Froposed c a l l i n g  9 lo*r a 

I f ~ o g n ,  and a h igh  a nquel lgebie t" ( the  former term express ing  the idea  of  suc t ion ,  

while  the  l a t t a r  means l i t e r a l l y  "source regional ,  i n  reference t o  the inflow and 

outflow, r e spec t ive ly ,  of the sur face  winds i n  the two pressure systems. 

Both &de's and Markgrafls proposed terms are beautiful examples of vords 
that ought nevdr t o  be added to  the s c i e n t i f i c  vocabulary, because they a r e  adapted 
t o  use only i n  one language, 
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