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| EICHS AND LOWS

The terms "high" and "low", applied by the weatherman to areas of high and '
low barometric pressure, respectively, though they have been in use for forty years |
or more, have asver become fully assimilated into our language. This is indicated
by the fact that, to this day, they are usually printed with quotation marks around
éhem, as if they were of receﬁt coinage and not yet generally familiar. At one time
the U.S. Weather Bureau employed the curious expedient of printing these words in
small capitals wherever they occurred in a text.

The respective synonyms "anticyclone" and "cyclone" are open to some ob-
Jections, which have often been discussed. Occasional attempts have been made to
introduce substitutes. Thus Prof. L. W. Lyde, of the University of London, in his
book "The Continent of Furope", uses the terms "wind-wyr" and "wind—wﬁirl". AWyt
is not found in the Oxfora Dictionary, but Lyde tells us it is the name of an an-
cient 1nstrument‘used in the defense of a city wall. "Thls machine," he says,
Theavily weizhted, moved downwards and outwards in a circle, and on the outskirts of
its circuit it might and often did cause considersble disturbanceM -- even as an an-
ticyclone sometimes does.

Recently a German writer, Dr. H. Markgraf, has proposed calling a low a
"gog", and a high a "quellgebiet"(the former term expressing the idea of suction,
while the latter means literaliy "gource region®), in reference to the inflow and
outflow, respectively, of the surface winds in the two pressure systems.

Both Lyde's and Markgraf's proposed terms are beautiful examples of vords

that ought never to be added to the scientific vocabulary, because they are adapted

to use only in one language.
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